
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 10, 2018 

Dear Members of Congress: 

 

In 2011, your body spoke with a clear voice against the culture 

of waste and abuse endemic to Washington by passing a ban 

on the scandal-ridden earmark process.  

 

Earmarks can feasibly increase the upward pressure on 

members of Congress to spend more to get their own pet 

projects approved. 

 

Even though defenders correctly note that earmarks did not 

constitute a large portion of the federal budget, the primary 

problem with them remains as true today as in 2011: Earmarks 

incentivize waste on the dubious assumption that trading pet 

projects helps better legislation get passed. 

 

Nostalgic supporters of earmarks might suggest a world in 

which Representatives were able to directly respond to district 

needs, but data suggests otherwise. 

 

In 2011, researchers uncovered evidence that leadership 

regularly provided extra earmarks depending not on need but 

on how much of a reelection challenge particular members 

faced.  

 

In 2010, a Harvard working paper found that when one of a 

state’s Senators becomes chair of a powerful committee, the 

number of earmarks to that state skyrockets by a startling 50%, 

while private investment and R&D spending are depressed.   

 

Perhaps not all earmarks are “bridges to nowhere,” but bridges 

to reelection and political power are hardly reassuring in a time 

of ever-increasing deficits and debt. 

 

To be clear, the status quo is in no way perfect, and 

opportunities for reform are abundant. In a time of dysfunction 

and even immobility on major legislation, it is not  

 

http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2010/nov/18/richard-lugar/richard-lugar-says-ending-earmarks-wont-save-money/
https://www.cagw.org/content/pig-book-2006#historical_trends
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1608230
https://www.nber.org/papers/w15839


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

surprising that lawmakers might seek any available options for 

making the wheels of government turn smoother. But relying 

upon cronyism and waste as the currency is indefensible.  

 

We, as the undersigned organizations, strongly object to any 

move to bring back earmarks and urge further reforms of the 

process in order to ensure the fiscal sanity, accountability, and 

small government policy your constituents demand. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Coalition to Reduce Spending 

National Taxpayers Union 

Alaska Policy Forum 

ALEC 

ALEC Action 

American Commitment 

Americans for Prosperity 

Americans for Tax Reform 

Center for Freedom and Prosperity 

Center for Individual Freedom 

Civitas Institute 

Club for Growth 

Concerned Veterans for America 

Council for Citizens Against Government Waste 

Freedom Partners Chamber of Commerce 

FreedomWorks 

Free the People 

Frontiers of Freedom 

Generation Opportunity 

Goldwater Institute 

Heritage Action 

Independent Women’s Voice 

Let Freedom Ring 

The LIBRE Initiative 

The Maine Heritage Policy Center 

The National Center for Public Policy Research 

Pioneer Institute 

60 Plus Association 

Republican Liberty Caucus 

Taxpayers for Common Sense 

Taxpayers Protection Alliance 

Tea Party Patriots Citizens Fund 

 


