August 13, 2026

The Honorable Markwayne Mullin The Honorable Pete Hegseth
Secretary of Homeland Security Secretary of War

2707 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE 1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20528 Washington, DC 20301

The Honorable Chris Wright The Honorable Brooke Rollins
Secretary of Energy Secretary of Agriculture

1000 Independence Ave., SW 1400 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20585 Washington, DC, 20250

Dear Secretary Mullin, Secretary Hegseth, Secretary Wright, and Secretary Rollins:

The undersigned individuals write to commend President Donald Trump’s decision to suspend
enforcement of the century-old Jones Act for covered commodities for an additional 90 days
rather than allow his waiver to expire.

The Jones Act requires cargo shipped domestically over water to be carried on vessels that

are U.S.-built, owned, and crewed, even if more affordable and efficient options are available.
However, U.S. law allows the Secretary of War to request a waiver of the Jones Act when
“necessary in the interest of national defense to address an immediate adverse effect on military
operations.™

The U.S.-Iran engagement and resulting energy disruptions underscore the ongoing importance
of Jones Act waivers. President Trump’s actions have permitted more than 200 voyages since
March, allowing vessels to deliver goods Americans rely on, including gasoline, jet fuel, diesel
fuel, crude oil, and fertilizer.> Allowing this beneficial waiver to end would not have been in
the national interest. Although the extended waiver adds a new requirement for consultations
between the Maritime Administration and the Pentagon, we applaud the Administration for not
allowing it to expire.

Thank you for your leadership.

Sincerely,

N I “ AMERICANCOMMITMENT dsyggggﬁnsvﬂ” AEA

NATIONAL TAXPAYERS UNION

National Taxpayers Union American Commitment  Americans for Prosperity American Energy Alliance

Pete Sepp Phil Kerpen Brent Gardner Tom Pyle
President President Chief Government Affairs President
Officer
AMERICANS ancans @) srvesrass EZCFE
TAX REFORM —
/0"’ FREE MARKETS - Center For A Free Economy
Americans for Free Markets Americans for Tax Reform Bluegrass Institute Center for a Free
David Ibsen Grover Norquist Caleb Brown Economy
Executive Director President Chief Executive Officer Ryan Ellis
President

1U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime Administration, Waiver of the Navigation Laws - 46 U.S.C. § 501
2U.S. Department of Transportation Maritime Administration, 50lc Waiver Report, August 7, 2026.



https://www.maritime.dot.gov/ports/domestic-shipping/20260807-1530-marad-501c-waiver-report
https://www.maritime.dot.gov/ports/domestic-shipping/20260807-1530-marad-501c-waiver-report
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